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Hillview, Hatchet Cove, St. Jones Within 

Hatchet Cove's future may 

b e s t  b e  me a s u r e d  b y t h e  

n u mb e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  w h o  

ride its school bus every morn-

ing. 
The yellow, full-size bus makes just 

three stops in the small community, 

carting four kids to school in nearby 

Clarenville. 

 About 50 people live in Hatchet Cove, 

a sleepy, pretty settlement with a 

nine-hole golf course and just enough 

kids to book a legitimate tee-time. 

"There's not much here for children," 

says local Stefanie Bishop, who works 

on the reception desk at Brookside Golf 

Course, the nine-hole course her father 

Russell built with his own hands. 

Stephanie, just 28, rode that bus to 

school in the 1980s when it was full of 

kids – three to a seat. 

Old-time charm 

Many of the kids who sat beside her 

on the bus just over a decade ago have 

left to find work. Some are earning a 

paycheque in Clarenville's commercial 

district, while others have simply left 

town. 

Hatchet Cove – nestled on the northern 

shore of Trinity Bay, just southeast of 

Clarenville – is really a retirement 

community, a haven for stubborn locals 

who refuse to live elsewhere. 

It's understandable why the older 

generation refuse to leave. 

An unincorporated fishing communi-

ty, Hatchet Cove doesn't have a shop-

ping mall, a fancy restaurant or even a 

school. 

What is offers, however, is priceless 

scenery and old-time charm. It's home. 

There's no traffic jams in Hatchet 

Cove either, or line-ups at the corner 

store. 

"I know everyone by their first name 

... the same goes for other communities 

in the area," she says. 

Bishop is referring to neighbouring 

communities like Hillview and St. Jones 

Within, quiet settlements with small 

populations and growing concerns. 

 
Brookside Golf Course in Hatchet Cove. 
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The harbour at St. Jones Within is well protected and offered close access to 

inshore fishing grounds. 

The future- for starters, is the biggest 

concern. 

"There's no work here; why would 

young people want to stay?" '  asks 

Bishop. 

All three settlements are not incorpo-

rated, therefore they're not towns, but 

instead operated as a Local Service 

District. Through taxes, residents pay 

for garbage collection (through a Waste 

Disposal Committee) and firefighting 

services (through Hillview's Volunteer 

Fire Department). 

"Everyone helps each other; that's 

the way you're brought up out here," 

says Bishop. 

All three communities learf on each 

other, yet they maintain their own 

uniqueness. 

Mass exodus 

Hillview, located about 20 kilometres 

from Clarenville, was originally known 

as North or Northern Bight. Settled in 

the mid-1800s, the Coopers, Churchills, 

Stoyles and Bensons, to name a few fam-

ilies, engaged in lumbering, shipbuild-

ing or the fishery. 

Over 200 people were living there in 

1891. It's home to about 250 today. 

A road was built connecting the com-

munity to the railroad in 1893, provid-

ing additional work for folks in the lum-

bering and construction fields. 

By 1921, four sawmills were operating 

in the town and four vessels were 

engaged in the Labrador fishery. Three 

d ecad es  l a t e r ,  i n  the  '5 0 s ,  l o ca l  

sawmilling and the Labrador fishery 

both died out. Most residents found 

work in Clarenville and in highway con-

struction, while a mass exodus of young 

people to large centres throughout the 

province or the mainland occurred after 

Confederation. 

Hatchet Cove was first recorded as a 

settlement in 1891 with 47 inhabitants, 

about the same number of people who 

reside there today. In 1971, the popula-

tion peaked at 101. 

Ore bodies have been recorded at 

Hatchet Cove, mainly slates and sand-

stones which are notable in the Random 

Sound area of Trinity Bay. However, no 

mining has been done at Hatchet Cove 

to date. 

Like Hillview, the inshore fishery and 

lumbering in the late 1800s and early 

1900s were the main sources of liveli 

hood. Like other nearby communities, 

Hatchet Cove depended on Trinity and 

Hickman's Harbour merchants for sup-

plies and a market for their fish and 

lumber. 

Sawmilling has always been a primary 

source of income in Hatchet Cove. Jim 

Blundon and Eleazer Robbins, for 

instance, operated a water-powered 

sawmill at the mouth of the brook until 

1960. 

The big attraction in Hatchet Cove 

these days are the prized greens at 

Brookside Golf Course, which attract 

tourists each summer. 

Sheltered harbour 

St. Jones Within, located about 25 

kilometres from Clarenville, was initial-

ly known as Jones Harbour. It's not 

known why "saint" was added to the 

community name. "Within" distinguish-

es the harbour from the other St. Jones, 

an abandoned fishing settlement just 

outside Southwest Arm. 

St. Jones Within was settled in the 

1860s and 1870s. There were 14 people 

living there in 1869. Just five years later, 

the population was listed at 75. Virtually 

all settlers were Methodists. 

It's said the well-protected harbour 

offered close access to inshore fishing 

grounds on the north side of the Arm 

and was used as a winter harbour for 

Labrador schooners. There have been 

several sawmills at St. Jones Within. 

Catering to tourists 

By 1945, the population swelled to 

142. In 1965, a road was completed con-

necting the community to the Trans 

Canada Highway, ensuring its survival, 

as well as some growth. 

The demise of the cod fishery in the 

early 1990s had a major impact on the 

town. Most young people left to find 

work elsewhere or to attend school in 

St. John's. 

Today, about 50 people live in St. 

Jones Within. One of the community's 

few businesses is Aunt Bessie's Tourist 

Cabins, which cater to many of the 

golfers visiting Brookside. 

"I don't blame people for leaving 

here," says Bishop, referring to Hatchet 

Cove, yet meaning the region. "If I wasn't 

working here at the golf course, I'd 

probably leave. 

"And it's not that people want to 

leave. I can't think of a more beautiful 

place to live than this area," she says. 

"But you've got to live, and if there's no 

work available, unfortunately you have 

to live somewhere else."A 
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